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CALLING ALL LIBRARIANS! 


The future success of the library profession depends upon the immediate recruit- 
ing efforts of all librarians and library groups everywhere. 

A committee has been appointed to work on recruiting in the state, but one 
small group can do little without the help and cooperation of each librarian. The 
importance of the work cannot be over-emphasized. The shortage of trained library 
personnel has undoubtedly affected each one of you—caused your own work to be 
heavier, deprived your borrowers of services they need, caused the quality of service 


to drop, deprived you of the satisfaction that comes from a piece of work well done. 


We ask you to make a definite effort to interest young people in a career of 


librarianship. We need your help in recruiting librarians. 


Have you shown that you are happy in your choice of profession? This may do 
more to attract new personnel than any other one thing. Have you talked to parents 
as well as children, about the personal, social and material rewards of librarianship? 
Have you given superior service in your library—illustrating the type of service that 
brings satisfaction to the librarian as well as to the patron? Have you had an exhibit 
in your library to call attention to the career of librarianship? Have you cooperated 
with the schools in your community to have librarianship included in vocational 


guidance programs? 


Not long ago Grace Estes, President of the P.L.A., wrote, “You may be interested 
to know that I am giving a recruiting talk Friday morning at the Wilkes-Barre Day 
School. This is on the High School level, but there is one student there who is defi- 
nitely interested in library work and plans to come to us for practical experience this 
summer.” The Committee is interested in such reports, for if similar good work in 


recruiting can be done by each librarian, the success of our profession is assured. 


The Committee will be glad to give suggestions about materials‘available, about 
procedures, about articles on recruiting, and can lead you to a checklist on activities 


which will suggest many opportunities to participate in the recruiting movement. 


Mrs. MarcareT SPANGLER, Chairman, 
Committee on Récruiting. 
ri 
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COMMITTEE ON RECRUITING 


Miss Marian V. Bortner, librarian, Roose- 
velt Junior High School Library, Erie. 

Miss Dorothy Edwards, assistant librarian, 
Allentown Free Library, Allentown. 

Miss Helen A. Ganser, librarian and Direc- 
tor of Library Training, Millersville State 
Teachers College, Millersville. 

Miss Sarah K. Vann, assistant professor, 
Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh. 

Mrs. Margaret K. Spangler, assistant librar- 
ian, Pennsylvania State College Library, State 
College. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MFETING 


President Minnich announced his resigna- 
tion at the Executive meeting in Harrisburg, 
December 8, 1948. After some discussion as 
to parliamentary procedure, Mr. Minnich sug- 
gested that the Vice President should suc- 
ceed to the office of President, and a new 
Vice President be appointed. It was regular- 
ly voted that Miss Grace Estes be elected 
President of P.L.A., and in her new capacity, 
she conducted the meeting and called for re- 
ports. 











Miss Sterling, of the Public Library Section, 
stated that committees had been appointed; 
Miss Nassau, chairman of the Children’s and 
Young People’s Section, reported that the Sec- 
tion will continue its effort toward the estab- 
lishment of the office of a State School Li- 
brary Supervisor. The College and University 
Section voted to make a survey of freshman 
library orientation courses as they are now 
being conducted in the colleges and universi- 
ties of Pennsylvania. Mr. Voight, chairman, 
announced the appointment of an executive 
board to carry out this project. 


Mr. Knickerbocker, chairman of Standards 
and Certification Committee, gave an encour- 
aging report on the Library Demonstration 
Bill, bringing out the fact that besides the 
basic amount to each state, an additional sum 
not to exceed $150,000 may be included in 
the appropriations of’ the Federal Security 
Agency during the first year’s operation for 
training library demonstration workers, as 
authorized in Section 8(a) of the Act. 


Mr. Knickerbocker is anxious to have Penn- 
sylvania take the lead in this Federal library 
endeavor, and he calls to our attention the 
fact that the American Library Association 
was created in Pennsylvania, and that two 
well-known Pennsylvanians, Benjamin Frank- 
lin and Andrew Carnegie, were pioneers in 
the library field in America. 


The treasurer’s report was presented by Mr. 
Bacon. Mr. Minnich announced the dates for 
the American Library Association Regional 
Conference for 1949 at the Ambassador Hotel, 
Atlantic City: October 3, 4 and 5, with provi- 
sion for the individual state library associa- 
— aia to meet the preceding day, Octo- 

er 2. 


The Public Library Survey Committee, 
Miss Shorey, chairman, recommended that the 
P.L.A. make a survey of its own, since little 
can be hoped for from that made by the Joint 
State Government Commission. She stressed 
the importance of each member’s devotion to 
the cause. Suggested procedures included a 
series of questionnaires, the setting up of a 
governing board of forty librarian members 
for a four year period, evaluation of material, 
recording of information, checking and re- 
checking by the governing board. 


Mr. Keator announced that the Pennsyl- 
vania Joint State Government Commission re- 
port had reached him December 7, having 
been released to the Pittsburgh press first, 
and without having been given press notices 
in Harrisburg. He called attention to the fact 
that the report said that no library legislation 
was needed to improve library income, but 
that the municipalities are not living up to 
their library tax potentialities. 
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Mr. Minnich stated that the librarians of 
Pennsylvania need to work more closely to- 
gether, and that a strong library service in 
our own libraries will be the best means of 
attracting support from the state. 


Miss Estes suggested that an intensive visit- 
ing program to our libraries by the P.L.A. 
Executive Committee, systematically covering 
the state, might be an effective means of 
strengthening the program. 

It was voted that the Survey Committee be 
changed to a Planning Committee. 

Mr. Knickerbocker suggested that if the 
lack of library progress in Pennsylvania is 
due to inertness of the librarians, a spring re- 
gional meeting might be held, with the pro- 
gram centered around the survey program 
project. 

Miss Shorey asked for an opinion as to the 
governing board personnel and the concensus 
of opinion was that it should be comprised 
of librarians exclusively, and these all mem- 
bers in good standing of the P.L.A. Miss 
Shorey briefly outlined the prospective duties 
of the proposed Board of Forty as follows: 
This group of all active library leaders in the 
state will be an over-all guidance and plan- 
ning committee for the Survey. They will not 
necessarily do the work of collecting the facts, 
but they will plan the program, make out 
the questionnaires and see that the program 
is carried out. They will be the responsible 
parties and will have to see the Survey 
through, even to the drawing of the conclu- 
sions. 


It was voted that a questionnaire be sent 
to the key people of the state. 

Mrs. Spangler, of the Recruiting Commit- 
tee, announced that the spring issue of Head- 
light on Books at Penn State is to be on voca- 
tions, and two pages will be devoted to librar- 
ianship as a career. 

P.L.A. now has enough new members to 
permit a third representative to attend A.L.A. 
meetings, and Miss Estes and Mr. Knicker- 
bocker have both so notified Miss Beatty at 
A.L.A. Headquarters. 


The subject of addressograph plates was 
taken up, estimates given, and a recommen- 
dation that a central mailing list be used for 
mailing dues, membership cards, Bulletins and 
other P.L.A. correspondence. It was voted 
that the addressograph plates be purchased 
for the Treasurer. 


Mr. McComb, librarian, Penn State, spoke 
of future developments of the summer library 
courses at Penn State, and a general discus- 
sion followed. 


Miss Estes was voted the third Councilor 
> cea the P.L.A. on the A.L.A. Coun- 


Miss Ganser requested that the President 
appoint an alternate to take her place at the 
A.L.A. Council. 

District meetings were discussed, with the 
question of alliance with the P.L.A. Miss Oller 
was asked to furnish a list of all the active 
district associations in the state. Miss Eaton 
suggested that the Extension Division under- 
take as a project for the 1949 spring meetings, 
the affiliation of the district associations with 
the P.L.A. 


The meeting adjourned at four o’clock. 


P.L.A. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Miss Estes announces the appointment of 
the following members to the Membership 
committee: 

Miss Jane Cort, Chairman, State Teachers 
College, Slippery Rock. 

Mrs. Dorothy Nystrom, Manheim Town- 
ship High School Library. 

Miss Amy Preston, South Branch Public 
Library, Bethlehem. 


P.L.A. COMMITTEE TO 
STUDY SALARIES 


The personnel of the Committee is as fol- 
lows: 

William Bacon, Chairman, Erie Public Li- 
brary, Erie. 

Mrs. Sara M. Boyle, Carnegie Library, 
Oakmont. 

Harriet Root, Bethlehem Public Library, 
Bethlehem. 

George Moreland, Cambria Free Library, 
Johnstown. 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


A detailed account of the federal Library 
Demonstration Bill HR874 appears in the 
Congressional Record, February 15, 1949, 
pages A&23-A824. It is will worth reading 
by all in Pennsylvania who are concerned 
about the creation of new libraries and the 
growth of library service. The Bill is expected 
to pass the U. S. Senate by the first of March. 
An identical bill is before the House Commit- 
tee on Education and Labor. 

All librarians and friends of libraries are 
urged to write to Representative John Lesin- 
ski, Chairman of the Committee, and to Rep- 
resentative Graham A. Barden, Chairman of 
the sub-Committee to hold hearings on the 
Library Demonstration Bill soon. Prospects 
are good, but we must write to both of these 
Congressmen at the House Office Building, 
Washington, D. C., to urge these hearings. 


The February issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin 
gives provisions of the Bill. 








A.L.A. MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 


Cora M. Beatty, Chief of the Department 
of Membership Organization and Informa- 
tion, has sent out a four page report of the 
membership campaigns conducted since 1946. 
In three years, the total paid membership rose 
from 14,983 to 18,848, a net gain of 3,865. 
The total collections for dues increased from 
$76,000 to $115,700, an increase of $39,700. 

Nineteen forty-eight was a record year for 
renewals, and 2,912 new members besides. 

Pennsylvania stands high on the list, and 
in the month of December had 39 new mem- 
bers to report, topping New York by five and 
stepping into first place. 

For the 1949 campaign, there will be a rep- 
resentative in every county to work for new 
members. Mr. John Knickerbocker, chairman 
of the A.L.A. Membership Committee in 
Pennsylvania, hopes to maintain our position 
or better the record. 


CITATION OF TRUSTEES 


From A.L.A. headquarters comes a notice 
to all library boards, individual library trus- 
tees, state library extension agencies, state li- 
brary associations, and A.L.A. trustees divi- 
sion, to send in names of trustees of outstand- 
ing achievement, and submit recommendations 
for citation to the A.L.A. Jury. Recommenda- 
tions, with supporting evidence, should be 
sent not later than May 1, 1949, and prefer- 
ably earlier, to Jury on Citation of Trustees, 
A.L.A. Headquarters, 50 East Huron Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. 

The work of trustees of large and small 
libraries, in state and national library activi- 
ties as well as service to the local library, are 
given equal study and consideration. The 
only limitation put upon those to be nomi- 
nated, is that each trustee must be in actual 
service at least part of the calendar year 
preceding the conference at which awards 
are made. 


LAKE ERIE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


A meeting of the Lake Erie Library Asso- 
ciation was held Thursday, March 3, in Erie 
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at Gannon College. Father Louis Lorei, li- 
brarian, assisted in making arrangements. 


The Rev. Alphonse Crispo, conducted a 
tour of the art gallery of the Gannon College 
Library, which is new, and not yet opened to 
the public, and gave an excellent running 
commentary on the art treasures. 


The meeting will be reported in detail at 
a later date. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


The Annual School Library Conference for 
Eastern Pennsylvania will be held at Millers- 
ville on Friday and Saturday, April 22 and 
23. This will be the fourth event of the kind, 
sponsored by the Library Departments of the 
State Teachers Colleges at Kutztown and 
Millersville. The invitation to attend is ex- 
tended to all librarians and also school admin- 
istrators. 


Program plans are well under way. The 
speaker for the Conference Dinner will be 
Dr. Ethel J. Alpenfels, anthropologist of New 
York University. Her address will be entitled, 
“When Students Ask.” Mrs. Frances Clarke 
Sayers, Superintendent of Work with Children 
in the New York Public Library will speak 
at the Conference Luncheon. Mrs. Sayers has 
a national reputation in the field of library 
service to children. Another outstanding event 
will be the address on “Spring Publications” 
to be given on Saturday morning by Charles 
Lee, well known as a book reviewer, and also 
for his activities in connection with Book and 
Author Luncheons. 


A workshop meeting on Friday afternoon 
will provide opportunity for discussion of 
problems and practices in school library man- 
agement with leaders chosen from the Eastern 
Pennsylvania field. And on Saturday morning 
there will be sectional meetings, one on book 
selection and the other on education for li- 
brarianship. 


Further information about the Conference 
may be obtained from Helen A. Ganser, Di- 
rector of Library Training at the Millers- 
ville State Teachers College. 





STATE 





NOTES 





ALIQUIPPA 


The 20th anniversary of the opening of the 
B. F. Jones Memorial Library was observed 
by Open House from 10 A.M. to 9 P.M. on 
February first. There were displays of book 
marks designed and made by boys and girls 


in Aliquippa’s grade and junior high schools 
for the 20th anniversary; books in Braille an¢ 
information about the Talking Book and the 
services to the blind of this district given by 
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh; of the 
“Journey. of a Book” from the time it is re- 
ceived until it is put into use, with descrip- 
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tive verses by Miss Ladewig, illustrated by 
pen and ink sketches by Miss Acker, of Ham- 
ilton College, Clinton, N. Y.; the new elec- 
tric stylus, electric eraser and typewriter card 
holder by Demco Library Supplies; magazine 
binding as done in this Library with craft 
paper. 

There were demonstrations throughout the 
day of Remington Rand’s Photographic 
Charging Machine; the Ampro, Natco, Victor 
and Ceiling Projectors; an MP Concert In- 
stallations recording machine with loud speak- 
er, and one with ear phones; and the Sound 
Mirror, a tape recording machine. The regu- 
lar Tuesday after school Story Hour was held 
for boys and girls. 

The members of the Library Board and 
Staff were assisted by members of the Library 
Committee of the Woman’s Club of Aliquip- 
pa, members of the mid-year High School 
graduating class and a group of Boy Scouts. 

As a feature of the 20th anniversary the 
Library presents, through the courtesy of Ali- 
quippa’s local radio station, WRYO, “Books 
Bring Adventure,” every Saturday morning 
at 9:45. 


ANNVILLE 


The Annville Free Library has recently pur- 
chased a new filing cabinet and card catalog 
file. A typewriter was donated by a friend. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Goodman and the 
local Girl Scouts made cash contributions with 
which books were purchased in memory of 
Richard and Ralph Streicher, war heroes. 


CARLISLE 


A current affairs room has been added to 
the library at Dickinson College as a spur to 
its 970 students to keep abreast of national 
and world developments. 

The room is equipped with decorative wall 
maps, low tables and easy chairs, newspapers, 
current news magazines and selected foreign 
periodicals. A revolving bulletin board, kept 
up to date by students in the Contemporary 
Problems course, lists significant clippings on 
politics, the United Nations, security and tax- 
ation. 

Miss May Morris, the Librarian, reports 
that the room is popular with students be- 
cause materials are easily accessible and point- 
edly arranged to attract their interest and 
attention. 


* * * 


At a recent meeting of the Hamilton Li- 
brary Association, Merkel Landis read a pa- 
per on the “Early History of St. John’s 
Church, Carlisle.” This church celebrates its 
200th anniversary this year. 


ELIZABETHTOWN 


The contract for the new library building 
to be erected on the Elizabethtown College 
campus has been awarded and May 2 has 
been designated as the ground-breaking date. 
The library will be finished early in 1950. 


ERIE 


Erie Public Library reports some changes in 
staff. 

Nina Jane Blakeslee left Erie Public Li- 
brary in February to take a position at Penn- 
sylvania State College Library, where she will 
also continue work for her bachelor’s degree. 

Helen E. Rilling was recently appointed 
assistant librarian of Erie Public Library. She 
had formerly been Extension Supervisor, in 
— of Branch and School Work, since 


* * * 


A February exhibit of the Art work done 
by children of the elementary schools of the 
city, held in the Gallery of the Public Library, 
drew an attendance of more than 2,500 in 
two and a half weeks. 


GETTYSBURG 


Gettysburg College has received the an- 
nouncement of a gift of from 1,200 to 1,500 
volumes from Mr. Francis L. Arensberg of 
Pittsburgh, for use in the College Library. 
The books, mostly Americana, and a particu- 
larly splendid collection of works on the Civil 
War and the Reconstruction Period, will be 
a welcome addition to the library. 


With a fund for maintenance, the grant of 
books will constitute a memorial to Mr. Arens- 
berg’s father, Conrad C. Arensberg, who was 
mainly responsible for their collection. The 
younger Arensberg has been a frequent visitor 
to the Gettysburg battlefield with his father 
who served there during the Civil War, in 
Hampton’s Battery, Pennsylvania Light Ar- 
tillery. 

* * * 

Lloyd C. Douglas recently presented to the 
Gettysburg College Library the manuscript of 
his new novel “The Big Fisherman,” woven 
about the life of the apostle Peter. Of his for- 
mer manuscripts, it is interesting to know that 
“The Robe” is at Yale, and ‘“‘White Banners” 
was presented to the University of Illinois. 

* * * 


To the left of the main entrance hall of the 
library, a great chunk of stone, rough and 
unpolished marble, awaits the building of 
Gettysburg College Chapel, where it will serve 
as cornerstone. Ordered by Dr. and Mrs. Han- 
son, and sent to this country from Alexandria, 
the marble was cut from the same quarry as 
the building stones used by King Solomon. 
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Red marks on the stones are reported to have 
been made by King Hiram, in the era before 
Christ. 


HARRISBURG 


The Harrisburg Public Library is cooperat- 
ing with the Junior League of Harrisburg and 
the Junior Red Cross in their series of radio 
broadcasts: “Books Bring Adventure,” heard 
each Saturday morning at 9:30 over WHP. 
In the children’s room is a special display of 
the books to be reviewed during the thirteen 
week series. 

Mrs. George Jeffers of the Junior Red 
Cross, and Mrs. Frederick Dewey of the Ju- 
nior League, have been in charge of the pro- 
grams. 

* * * 

Miss Alice Eaton, librarian of the Harris- 
burg Public Library, last month arranged a 
series of five book discussions on the theme, 
“Civilization and the Human Spirit,” held in 
the Administration Building of the Library, 
Friday afternoons at four o’clock. Presented 
by the Very Rev. Thomas Huntington Chap- 
pel, dean of St. Stephen’s Cathedral, these 
fine book discussions have been popular with 
men and women interested in ‘talking over 
the hopes and fears haunting all of us today. 

Miss. Eaton arranged a similar series last 
season with the same gratifying response. 


* * * 


Miss Eaton spoke at an organization meet- 
ing of the Friends of the Library, telling of 
the growth of this movement which has be- 
come not only national but international as 
well, explaining the library’s need for the 
Friends of the Library, and outlining ways in 
which they can be of service. Mrs. Arthur 
Keysner was named chairman, officers to be 
nominated and presented at the next meeting. 


HAZLETON 


The Penn State Center in Hazleton, first 
established in 1834, will move into new quar- 
ters in the fall. The Markle estate, a mansion 
of 32 rooms, surrounded by 66 acres on the 
crest of the Conyngham Mountain, three miles 
from the center of Hazleton, is to be remod- 
eled into classrooms, laboratories and offices, 
a cafeteria, student lounge, and a library. 

The music department of the Penn State 
Center in Hazleton maintains a record library 
of 175 albums, containing two complete op- 
eras, five albums of records that unfold the 
history of music from the 10th century to the 
present, four volumes that record the develop- 
ment of jazz, and numerous volumes of ex- 
cerpts from music masterpieces. A new record 
player holds 70 records. 


HERSHEY 


The Hershey Public Library has been pre- 
sented with a treasured copy of the New York 
Herald of April 15, 1865, featuring the story 
of the assassination of President Lincoln the 
preceding day and his subsequent death. This 
paper belonged to the Rev. John H. Treder, 
vicar of All Saints’ Episcopal Mission, who 
generously wanted to share this historical 
document with all people. 

Miss Irene Dietrich, librarian, announces 
that at the end of the year 1948 the Hershey 
Library had 12,529 volumes, besides many 
newspapers and periodicals. An increase of 
328 card holders brings the total up to 5,179, 
adults and children. Books of fiction are most 
popular, children’s books second, and adult 
non-fiction third in circulation statistics. 

The library is open 62 hours a week, Mon- 
day through Saturday. 


HOMESTEAD 


Carnegie Library has added to its already 
multiple services a new idea in a Calendar of 
District Activities. This Calendar shows meet- 
ing dates of 180 local clubs, 45 churches, 24 
public schools and six parochial schools. The 
library checks with these organizations by pos- 
tal card, and uses clippings from the local 
newspaper, and arranges that regular meet- 
ings and special events are recorded weeks 
and months in advance. This Calendar is 
found invaluable for checking to prevent con- 
flicts in meetings. It is available to everybody, 
and information is given over the telephone 
to anyone who cannot go to the library in 
person. 


LANCASTER 


The Board of Directors of the Lancaster 
Free Public Library will initiate a new study 
of library expansion. Clifford J. Backstrand, 
president, announced the appointment of a 
special committee to probe financial factors, 
and the possibility of getting public support 
for a new building program. Members of this 
committee are Mrs. William Shand, Chair- 
man, Miss Rebecca W. Griest, William E. 
Alexander, Herbert B. Anstaett, and Clair R. 
McCullough. A grounds and buildings com- 
mittee has been named to assist in the study: 
Alexander Stein, chairman, Fred Foltz and 
J. Harold Brubaker. 


The library board has had plans for a new 
library building for some years. These plans 
have been deferred for lack of sufficient funds 
for maintenance. 

* * * 

Ernest Doerschuk, Jr., librarian at the Lan- 
caster Free Public Library, spoke on the pur- 
pose, aims and future plans of the library at 
a meeting of Grace Lutheran Mothers’ Club, 
recently held in the church social rooms. 


6 
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Mrs. Paul Bowermaster, in charge of the 
children’s hour at the library, discussed fea- 
tures of the work at the library. Mrs. Jacob 
Kleeman was named chairman of a committee 
in charge of reading to the blind, a service 
which is provided once a week throughout 
the year. 

* * * 

The Fortnightly Club voted to purchase 
books for the Lancaster Free Public Library as 
a memorial to Thadaeus G. Helm, widely 
known as former superintendent of the Ma- 
sonic Homes, Eliabethtown, Vice President 
of the Pennsylvania Casualty Company, and 
school administrator, having served twenty 
years as principal of the former Franklin and 
Marshall Academy. 

Dr. Hugh A. Heller, Chemistry professor 
at Franklin and Marshall College, and presi- 
dent of the Fortnightly Club, expressed the 
sentiment of the members when he said, “... 
we believe the Public Library typifies the cul- 
tural and civic life of the community to which 
Mr. Helm devoted so many of his efforts.” 

Individual members of the club made ad- 
ditional contributions toward the purchase of 
books, and ask other friends of Mr. Helm, 
wishing to make other contributions, to send 
either books or funds to the librarian, Mr. 
Doerschuk, or to the Fortnightly Club, Dr. 
Heller, or Mr. R. C. Haines. 


* * * 


Herbert Anstaett, librarian of the Facken- 
thal Library, Franklin and Marshall College, 
reports that interest in the community dis- 
cussion groups has continued unabated. 
Everyone who has been reading and attend- 
ing the classes regularly has enjoyed this 
course in Great Books. 

* * * 


Miss Eleanor Harsh, County Library Serv- 
ice, Lancaster Public Library, spoke on 
“Bookmobile Service in the County” at a 
cafeteria supper meeting the the School Li- 
brarians’ Association of Lancaster City and 
County, held in the Y.W.C.A. building, Janu- 
ary 18. 

The speaker reported that the bookmobile 
is serving 21 county communities each month 
as well as 90 schools. During the past year, 
5,800 miles were covered and a total of 72,629 
volumes circulated. Books on all subjects were 
in demand, but recent fiction led the list. 

Miss Harsh stressed the enthusiasm with 
which the bookmobile is greeted, especially 
by the children in schools with no libraries, 
and stated that approximately 80 additional 
county schools have requested the service, but 
because of limited facilities, the request has 
not been granted. 

Miss Laura Buller, librarian at McCaskey 
High School, and president of the association, 
conducted the business session which included 


tentative plans for a general meeting in Feb- 
ruary, of all librarians of the city. 
* ¥ * 


On March 1, the School Librarians’ As- 
sociation held a dinner in honor of Ernest 
E. Doerschuk, new librarian of the Lancaster 
Free Public Library. Miss Helen Ganser, li- 
brarian and head of the Library Science De- 
partment at Millersville State Teachers Col- 
lege, served as toastmistress, and Miss Laura 
Buller, president of the association, presided. 

The committee in charge of the program 
made this affair a memorable one. Among 
those taking part in the evening’s entertain- 
ment, were Mrs. Jane Gray Smith, who de- 
lighted the guests with her violin solos, ac- 
companied by Miss Dorothy Hughes, music 
instructor at Millersville State Teachers Col- 
lege. Mrs. Smith is librarian in the Training 
School and also an instructor in the Library 
Science Department. 


The speakers were excellent. Miss Eliza- 
beth Kieffer, reference librarian at Franklin 
and Marshall College, spoke on the history 
of Lancaster. Henry J. Kauffman, professor 
in the Industrial Arts Department at Millers- 
ville State Teachers College, and author of 
that fine book on Pennsylvania Dutch art, 
told about our Pennsylvania Dutch folk art 
and illustrated its utilitatian character. Wil- 
liam E. Cash of Merrybrook Farm, Willow 
Street, author of children’s books, discussed 
“Realism in Children’s Books,” and Mrs. 
Cleves Dodge, artist and author, spoke on 
fantasy in children’s literature. 

Miss Rebekah Sheaffer, instructor of Eng- 
lish at Millersville State Teacher College, 
read several poems from Martha Keller’s 
book, “Brady’s Bend.” Miss Martha Keller 
of Drexel Hill, is daughter of the late Judge 
Willam H. Keller of Lancaster. 


MARIETTA 


Miss Ann Erisman contributed over one 
hundred mystery and fiction books to the li- 
brary. 


MEADVILLE 


Allegheny College students are putting the 
browsing room of the library to excellent use. 
The Craig Room as it is called, is not only 
a place for recreational reading, but the rec- 
ords show a good circulation of books as well. 
In addition, the second season of daily half 
hours of recorded music is in progress: 
“Four--Twenties”—so called because of the 
hour of their starting every afternoon. Pre- 
ceding the concert, “Penny Tea” is served. 
Since this season opened on November 8, the 
attendance has been well over a thousand. In 
the spring five Sunday evening concerts are 
planned, featuring full length recordings of 
opera, Bach’s B Minor Mass, Brahms’ 
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Requiem, and Beethoven’s Ninth symphony. 
The recordings are largely drawn from the 
Carnegie Collection in the Music Department, 
although several weeks’ programs have been 
prepared by undergraduates, selecting from 
their own personal collections. 

Allegheny College Library is a place of 
historical and literary treasures. In the early 
years, 7,000 volumes were given to the library 
by friends of Timothy Alden, founder in 
1815, and first president of the college. Wil- 
liam Bentley, great scholar and preacher of 
Salem, Mass., Isaiah Thomas, notable figure 
in the history of American printing, and 
Judge James Winthrop were the donors of 
these valuable books, and the entire collection 
brought high praise from Thomas Jefferson in 
1823. The American Collection is another 
treasure, as well as the acquisition of 700 
volumes and manuscripts in the Ida M. Tar- 
bell Lincoln Collection. 


NEWVILLE 


Members of Mifflin Grange brought to the 
Grange meeting last month a list of books 
available for the proposed circulating library 
sponsored by the group. Plans have been 
made for the library ever since a bill for a 
Mobile library was defeated in the November 
election. 


PHILADELPHIA 


The Free Library of Philadelphia and the 
Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia are 
sponsoring a current series of six concerts in 
the Lecture Hall, and have had record-break- 
ing crowds, half of the audience listening in 
two other halls in the building where the 
music was carried by wire transmission. The 
programs are given by the Curtis String 
Quartet, one of the finest ensembles of its 
kind before the public today. The present 
series is being devoted to the string quartets 
of Beethoven, with one work by an American 
composer on each program. 

No admission is charged at these events, 
and the sponsors are deeply gratified at the 
splendid response to the series, chamber music 
usually drawing “drawing room” audiences. 


* * * 


The Drexel Institute of Technology School 
of Library Science announces that beginning 
with the fall term of 1949 it will offer a new 
curriculum leading to the degree of Master 
of Science in Library Science. This program 
will supplant the present one-year course rec- 
ognized by the Bachelor’s degree. 

The School will grant three full tuition 
scholarships for the academic year 1949-50. 

Applicants for these scholarships must be 
graduates of accredited colleges or universi- 
ties, having attained high academic rating, 
and be in need of financial assistence. 


Application should be made to the Dean of 
the School of Library Science, Drexel Insti- 
tute of Technology, 32nd and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania, before 
April 15, 1949. 


PITTSBURGH 


A $35,000 grant by the Buhl Foundation 
of Pittsburgh has completed a Carnegie Insti- 
tute of Technology library book fund drive 
for $110,000, President Robert E. Doherty 
announced today. 

Melvin J. Voight, Carnegie Tech Librarian, 
said that the money, which is to be used ex- 
clusively for books, journals and periodicals 
will enable Tech to make available many pub- 
lications which are not in other Pittsburgh li- 
braries, and will help make Tech’s library 
comparable to libraries in other leading tech- 
nical colleges. 

The Tech book purchases will be part of 
a cooperative program in which the Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh, the University 
of Pittsburgh Library and Tech are coordinat- 
ing the use of their libraries and their buying 
in order to minimize duplication and to insure 
adequate library facilities for the growing 
educational and research needs of the Pitts- 
burgh area. 


According to Mr. Voight, Tech will spend 
approximately $75,000 for engineering and 
science publications, $25,000 for published 
material in the fields of fine arts, and the re- 
maining $10,000 will be spent in book purch- 
ases for the women’s college of Carnegie. 

The Buhl gift climaxes a series of grants 
which includes one from the Wherrett Me- 
morial Fund of the Pittsburgh Foundation, as 
well as donations from other institutions and 
groups. 


PITTSBURGH (WEST END) 


Andrew Carnegie’s letter to the City of 
Pittsburgh in 1890 offering a gift of a million 
dollars for a Central Library, also expressed 
his wish for a branch library to be established 
in the West End, called Temperanceville in 
those days. The West End Board of Trade 
was interested in having this library and in 
due time it was built, dedication ceremonies 
taking place January 31, 1899. The original 
collection of books numbered between 4,000 
and 5,000. Today the library has over 16,000 
volumes. In this time, the town has changed 
from a manufacturing center to a residential 
district, and the book collection has changed 
in content. 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary .of the 
library, special exhibits were arranged and 
new library services were demonstrated: ceil- 
ing projectors for bedridden patients, micro- 
film, braille books and the talking book for 
the blind, photostating, rebinding of books, 
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and the new earphone phonograph. An art- 
icle in the paper featured a point of history, 
for it was in this branch library that the idea 
for story hours for children originated. It 
was an experiment, and Charlotte Keith, the 
librarian, got the idea from kindergartens 
which were just opening throughout the coun- 
try. Her plan was so successful that the main 
library copied her story-telling hour, and soon 
one library after another all over the country 
were taking over her idea, until today few 
libraries lack this feature. 


READING 


Nineteen-forty-eight reports from the Trust- 
ees and the Librarian show an eventful year 
for the Reading public library. The micro- 
film collection has had a fine start with a 
reading machine, two filing cabinets, and the 
microfilm edition of the “Reading Eagle” 
from January 28, 1868 through August 31, 
1948, except for a gap of years between 1927 
and 1940, which will be completed in 1949. 
The phonograph collection has grown ap- 
preciably, sponsored by the College Club, in- 
dividual members interested in music, and 
purchases made by the library. The Reference 
department was moved to the front of the 
building, the better to serve the public, and 
to cope with a steady expansion in activity. 
An up-to-date accession system was adopted; 
the entire system of filing in the card cata- 
logue was revised and simplified; the mend- 
ing and repairing department was expanded: 
lending and charging facilities were improved. 
The Employees Retirement System was insti- 
tuted, and needless to say, the staff members 
feel more secure in their positions. 


An Extension librarian, appointed a year 
ago, has proved a valuable aid in preparing 
displays and conducting tours of the libraries, 
and generally promoting interest of students 
and teachers in the library. 

During the year two faithful employees 
retired: Miss Mary Carter, assistant cata- 
loguer, with the library for 44 years, and Miss 
Florence Hergesheimer, assistant librarian, 
with 34 years of public service. No words are 
adequate in speaking of their good works. 


STATE COLLEGE 


Miss Evelyn Hensel, assistant librarian, 
Pennsylvania State College Library has pre- 
pared a thirteen page survey, “Education for 
Librarianship in Pennsylvania,” an examina- 
tion of the State College curriculum and a 
study of the program there in relation to 
other library training centers in the state. 

In an effort to determine the supply of li- 
brarians in relation to the demand, a ques- 
tionaire was sent to each of the ten schools: 
Carnegie, Drexel, Duquesne, Marywood, Penn 
State, Temple and Villanova, and the State 
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Teachers colleges at Clarion, Kutztown and 
Millersville. Of 146 graduating librarians, 53 
found positions in the state, but 93 went to 
other states. Twenty-seven were placed in 
school libraries, 7 in college libraries, 11 in 
public libraries, and 8 in other, special, li- 
braries. 

The unfilled requests received 
schools mounts into the hundreds. 

The demand for librarians still far exceeds 
the supply. 

Miss Hensel recommends that the training 
of librarians for small public libraries should 
be continued on a somewhat modified plan; 
that the present program for training school 
librarians should be discontinued entirely or 
be expanded into a year-round program lead- 
ing to a degree, or be modified to train part- 
time teacher-librarians. As an alternative to 
training school librarians, a new type of 
school for training special librarians might be 
set up which would give training beyond that 
now given at other schools. 


WAYNE 


The Wayne Library of Wayne, Pennsyl- 
vania, has not only acquired a completely re- 
modeled building, but is now to be known 
as the Memorial Library of Radnor Town- 
ship, Wayne. 


This library until comparatively few years 
ago, was supported by subscription only, 
then of recent years, the School Board and 
Township Commissioners assisted in the main- 
tenance. However, as the Directors realized 
something drastic had to be done to have an 
adequate library, a building fund was started. 
About this time, various business men and 
veterans of the war expressed a desire to have 
a Second War memorial. By the perseverance 
of the Directors, these groups were persuaded 
to pool their funds and it was decided to re- 
model the library as a memorial to those men 
who had given their lives in our country’s 
service. So the building proper was provided. 

The next step was “means” whereby books 
and maintenance could be financed. Again the 
Directors began campaigning, and finally 
through their persistence, and the help of the 
people of Wayne, the Township Commission- 
ers placed a small tax on the property owners, 
thereby taking care of the needed appropria- 
tion. 

The building now gives a feeling of space 
to its patrons—the interior being finished in 
pine with good lighting facilities, and a pic- 
ture window in the children’s room. 

The remodeled building was formally 
opened January 26th. It is gratifying to note 
that the circulation has already begun to re- 
flect the eagerness with which our new build- 
ing was received. 

Marie G. Hunt, Librarian. 
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WILKES-BARRE 


The Osterhout Free Library is now cele- 
brating its 60th anniversary. Formally opened 
January 29, 1889, the library made use of a 
church property which was available in a de- 
sirable location and recommended by that 
foremost library authority: Melville Dewey, 
who came to Wilkes-Barre as consultant. The 
people of Wilkes-Barre look back with grati- 
tude to the donor, Isaac Osterhout. His gene- 
rous endowment not only established the li- 
brary, but supported it for fifty years, still 
providing the major part of the library's 
income, but now supplemented by annual 
appropriations from the City Council and the 
School Board. 

Today the Osterhout library has an un- 
usually fine reference department, a total of 
100,000 books, thousands of pamphlets, pic- 
tures and clippings, music scores, historical 
films, microfilm, and over three hundred peri- 
odicals which cover a wide variety of sub- 
jects. Wilkes-Barre, justly proud of these rec- 
ords and attainments, realizes that there are 
many lacks and many problems to be solved. 
Overcrowding of books in the circulation de- 
partment has been only temporarily arrested 
by changes in shelf stacks. The Reference De- 
partment, however, has reached the point 
where it must either discard material or ap- 
peal for help. There are thirteen different 
places where reference materials are kept and 
reference workers need physical strength as 
well as mental agility to locate what the pub- 
lic demands. Valuable files of periodicals kept 
in the stack wing are fast outgrowing avail- 
able space. Unbound magazines are stored in 
cupboards in a room above the reference 
room. Maps are kept in the basement. Space 
for meetings is extremely limited and this re- 
stricts adult education services. There has 
been a constant staff shortage, along with the 
other general problems, nation wide: high 
cost of living and rising salaries. Demands for 
new services, constant requests for recordings 
and films, prove the need for an audio-visual 
department. 

No one can possibly measure the amount 
of work in planning, organizing, and main- 
taining a library over a period of 60 years. 
Donors, Directors, Boards, Trustees, Librar- 
ians—all deserve commendation; all may well 





show appreciable pride in accomplishment. It 
is only to be expected, however, that this 
look back through the years should be brief, 
for it is the long look ahead that matters 
to us all. To Miss Grace Estes, the Librarian, 
the Pennsylvania Library Association offers 
congratulations, and best wishes for continued 
success, and to the Osterhout Free Library, 60 
years young, a long life of service. 





The Graduate Library School of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago announces that the 1949 
Library Conference, to be held from August 
8-13, will deal with the reports of the Pub- 
lic Library Inquiry. 

The Public Library Inquiry was organized 
in March, 1947, under the general direction 
of Dr. Robert D. Leigh. A staff of several 
members with varying backgrounds has been 
at work in the past two years on perhaps the 
most complete single study of the public 
library as an American institution. It will 
conclude its work with the publication of 
several reports in the summer of 1949. 


The Library Conference of the University 
of Chicago will provide the first opportunity 
for public librarians to discuss the findings 
and results of the Inquiry. Each of the major 
reports of the Inquiry will be discussed by a 
panel of three members: a librarian expert in 
the field, a social scientist, and the staff mem- 
ber of the Inquiry responsible for the report. 
Among the topics to be considered are: the 
government and political position of the 
American public library, library finance, use 
of the public library, the role of films and 
recordings in library service, the personnel of 
the American public library, library tech- 
niques and processes, the book publishing in- 
dustry, government publications, and the gen- 
eral report of the Inquiry. For those reports 
not yet published at the time of the Confer- 
ence participants will be provided with a brief 
abstract of the major findings. The plan for 
the Conference is not simply to present the 
findings and recommendations of the Inquiry 
but rather to consider their validity and their 
implications for library service. 

A detailed program for the Conference will 
be available in March or April, 1949. 
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COUNTY NOTES 








ADAMS COUNTY FREE LIBRARY 


March 14 is an important date to the peo- 
ple of Adams County, for the Court has set 
that day for the hearing on the sale of the 
old jail property on East High Street, Gettys- 
burg. The Court has acted in response to a 
petition from the Adams County Commission- 
ers stating that the amount of $9,000 was the 
best bid received either at public sale or pri- 
vately, and asking that the court approve the 
bid and permit the sale. The petition, present- 
ed by Attorney E. V. Bulleit, solicitor for the 
Commissioners, showed that $1,800 has been 
paid by the Adams County Free Library to 
the Commissioners as evidence of good faith 
and that the library will pay the remaining 
$7,200 on April 1, providing the sale is ap- 
proved. 


ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
LAW LIBRARY 


Legal volumes and works in philosophy, his- 
tory, and other subjects have been presented 
to the Allegheny County Law Library as a 
memorial to two former women lawyers, high- 
ly honored in Pittsburgh: M. Marcella Des- 
mond, and Suzanne S. Beatty. Attorney George 
Meyer, chairman of the law library com- 
mittee, accepted the books which were pre- 
sented by Judge Sara M. Soffel, of Common 
Pleas Court, and Deputy U. S. Attorney Gen- 
eral Ruth Forsht. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY LIBRARY 


Bookmobile exhibition tours were concluded 
the first week in February, and the Franklin 
County Library started its regular scheduled 
service to county schools February 8. Miss 
Anna Farran, librarian, and Miss Rita Leh- 
man, her assistant, made the first trip, cover- 
ing the area from Sylvan to Buchanan, to 
Mt. Pleasant, Mercersburg, Blue Spring, 
Union and Lafayette. All parts of the county 
are now regularly served, and the librarians 
have a very heavy schedule. 


MIFFLIN COUNTY LIBRARY 


At the annual reorganization meeting of 
the Mifflin County Library in Lewistown 
Presbyterian Church, January 25, Rabbi Man- 
ning H. Bleich was reelected president. Other 
officers were: J. Martin Stroup, first vice- 
president; Mrs. R. W. Franciscus, second vice- 
president; Francis O’Hara, treasurer; and 
Miss Margaret Elder, secretary. 


A budget of $8,300 presented by Mrs. 
Franciscus was accepted. 


Mrs. Carola Stuckenrath, librarian, gave a 
report which showed library circulation in- 
creased 33 per cent in the past year. 
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